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about political independence for India The Mohammedan
had ruled India for many years, he would not mind ruling it
again, but to share power with the Hindu is to him like sharing
the same dressing for a common wound The Mohammedan
may not be agile of mind but he is stout of principle Any
attempt to lure him into a religious partnership with Hinduism
is met with a stolid trust in an unchanging Allah. He says
"no" in a loud voice even when he cannot justify it.
No religion, however, is an unexpandmg rod. Iron can'
not be bent without the transfiguration of heat, neither can a
religious doctrine But the influences of environment are such
that trees transplanted from their native clime change in very
delicate modifications A religion does the same. The Christf
amty of Britain is not the Christianity of Central Africa; the
Buddhism of Burma has difficulty in shaking hands with the
Buddhism of Tibet Thus is the Mohammedanism of India
either purer or not so pure as the Mohammedanism of, say,
Turkey. Chemical and climatic influences have been at worL
I consider the Mohammedan of India as more self/reliant than
his confrere in other lands. That it should be so is possibly
natural. India has tested Mohammedanism. Ranged alongside
a powerful Hinduism and a colonising Westernism she has
had to gird up her loins. While maintaining the faith
pure and undefiled in all its essentials she has adapted herself
to new subtleties, many of them dangerous, with a mental
sturdmess which deserves generous admiration.
Mohammedanism's present gnef is an earthly home. Turkey
is the last autonomous country left to Islam; should she fall
to the infidel the faith will be a landless outcast It is no
comfort to her that the Jews have been landless for centuries.
Islam has never distinguished spiritual power from temporal.
She feels that half her members are not functioning when she
has to submit to the earthly power of a foreign faith. She has
trust in British rule, but not in British democracy. The new
constitution m India has given her a just proportion of power;
but it is an ephemeral process this, depending on votes and